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Performance Note

Coonowrin is a canon between the three standard guitars, with the bass guitar independent.
Individuation between the identical parts is a desireable outcome in performance.

The 6th string is retuned down to D for the three standard guitars.

The tempo is strict, with an orientation towards "groove" and interlocking of contrapuntal rhythms.

The most sought-after quality is clarity and rhythmic interconnection. To bring out the many contrasts

in colour, dynamics should be exaggerated, especially in the loud sections (such as letter R), where a sense
of almost too much should be allowed - it should feel sometimes rather reckless and abandoned.

Program Note

Coonowrin takes its name from Mount Coonowrin situated in the Glasshouse Mountains in Queensland.
It is a prominent peak in the area and is unique in having a column of rock protruding like a crooked neck,
hence the local name Coonowrin, derived from the Kabi Kabi word coonoong-warrang (‘crooked neck’).

Davidson states “Coonowrin is my response to landscape and the piece has some shadowy intuitive connections

with the Kabi Kabi stories surrounding it, where the father figure (Tibrogargan) is in violent conflict with the mother
(Beerwah) and son (Coonowrin). I find my relationship with the landscape around where I grew up is getting more
emotionally overwhelming, and though initially resisting making landscape music, I find myself compelled.

At the time of composing the piece, I was regularly making weekend trips to climb the Glasshouse Mountains and the
impression of Coonowrin from the top of Tibrogargan and Beerwah left its mark on the piece. There is also an evocation
of the experience of viewing the mountain from a car seat on the highway, the colours shifting while the white road posts
and lines repeatedly go past, the sky and clouds more static above. The cyclical nature of the piece is connected in my
mind with the timelessness that overtakes me in the region.”
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